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First established over sixty years ago, Penguin  
Reference is now one of the worlds foremost reference 
publishers. Each of the books in the re-launched series 
has a great new look and provides the most up-to-date 
and relevant information on the subject covered in an 
easily digestible way. See penguin.com.au for more 
information on Penguin Reference titles. 
Dorling Kindersley is the world’s leading publisher  
of non-fiction and reference titles for all ages. Rich in 
colour and content, DK Books are visually attractive, 
making them an ideal vehicle for children’s learning 
and development. The information in this section will 
assist you in finding ways to include DK titles across  
all areas of the curriculum – from Humanities and  
Literacy to Maths and Science.
For more information on DK titles, please visit  
dk.com.au

Information &  
Reference Books  
(including Dorling Kindersley)
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A Parliament of Owls

From an armoury of aardvarks to a zeal of zebras, 
collective names for groups of animals are some of 
the most fun phrases in the English language. The 
ever-evolving variety of weird and wonderful terms is 
enormous, and ranges from the familiar and everyday 
to the fanciful and bizarre. A Parliament of Owls is 
an illustrated celebration of the colourful ways we 
describe groups of our favourite furry and feathered 
friends, featuring over 100 collective nouns and over 
40 fabulous photographs.

10+	 96pp	 9780143004332	 $19.95

Concise Dictionary of Computing
528pp	 9780140514360	 $24.95

Concise English Dictionary	

This concise edition of the bestselling New Penguin 
English Dictionary is the perfect reference book for 
everyday use, exploring and explaining every aspect 
of the English language as it is used today. Compiled 
by Britain’s foremost lexicographers, meticulously 
researched and presented in a clear, easy-to-read 
format, it is the ideal companion for every home and 
office.

1056pp	 9780140515190	 $19.95

Concise Thesaurus

The Penguin Concise Thesaurus is the ideal desk 
companion for all writers. Authoritative, wide-ranging, 
up-to-date and easy to use, it offers a vast selection 
of synonyms for over 15,000 words. Whether you are 
solving a crossword or searching for an imaginative 
phrase for a piece of writing, this companion to The 
Penguin Concise English Dictionary is an essential 
reference work.

896pp	 9780140515206	 $17.95

Dictionary of Biology	
768pp	 9780141013961	 $22.95

Dictionary of Business	
400pp	 9780140513776	 $24.95

Dictionary of Chemistry	
448pp	 9780140514452	 $24.95

Dictionary of Economics	
416pp	 9780141010755	 $24.95

Dictionary of Mathematics
496pp	 9780141030234	 $24.95

Dictionary of Media Studies  
320pp	 9780141014272	 $26.95

Dictionary of Philosophy	
688pp	 9780141018409	 $27.00

Dictionary of Physics*
560pp	 9780141036830	 $26.95

Dictionary of Psychology*
928pp	 9780141030241	 $29.95

Dictionary of Sociology	
496pp	 9780141013756	 $24.95

Now Write! Fiction Writing Exercises from 
Today’s Best Writers and Teachers 

A collection of personal writing exercises and 
commentary from some of today’s best novelists, 
short story writers, and writing teachers, including 
Jill McCorkle, Amy Bloom, Robert Olen Butler, Steve 
Almond, Jayne Anne Phillips, Virgil Suarez, Margot 
Livesay, and more.

288pp	 9781585425228	 $24.95

Penguin Pocket School’s Dictionary

This handy-sized dictionary covers all the vocabulary 
school children aged 11 and above will need to 
know or are likely to encounter and includes such 
essential information as the periodic table and a world 
gazetteer. 

672pp	 9780141023281	 $9.95

Penguin Rhyming Dictionary

544pp	 9780140511369	 $24.95

Penguin Thesaurus

With nearly 400,000 synonyms and antonyms, 
The Penguin Thesaurus is the most extensive, 
authoritative and modern wordfinder currently 
available. Its alphabetical arrangement of the 
headwords means that it is very easy to use. In 
addition, where a headword has more than one 
meaning or nuance there are examples to help 
the reader locate which group of synonyms are 
appropriate. The coverage is the most up-to-date 
(including many slang and informal usages) of any 
thesaurus available.

676pp	 9780141018485	 $26.00

Penguin Writer’s Manual
352pp	 9780140514896	 $24.95

Perfect Grammar: a Guide to English 
Grammar and Punctuation 

We all use grammar every day, when we speak and 
when we write. Knowing a few basic rules can help 
us communicate more effectively. Perfect Grammar 
will help you to check word usage, apply rules of 
punctuation, structure sentences, identify parts of 
speech and spot a dangling participle.

10+	 96pp	 9780143003922	 $9.95

Pocket Dictionary
592pp	 9780141018584	 $12.95

Pocket Thesaurus
640pp	 9780141018591	 $10.95

Roget’s Thesaurus
912pp	 9780140515039	 $19.95

JENNINGS, PAUL
The Reading Bug… and how you can help 
your child to catch it  
(2008 Edition)

Australia’s number-one best-selling children’s 
author, famous for getting reluctant readers hooked 
on reading, is now sharing his insights with adults. 
This inspiring book explains the role parents and 
child-carers can play in developing a love of reading 
in their children. Paul Jennings draws extensively on 
his personal experience as a parent of six, and on 
his professional experience as a teacher, a speech 
pathologist, an academic and a writer. Every bit as 
readable as his stories, The Reading Bug is scattered 
with illuminating anecdotes and amusing illustrations, 
and includes lists of recommended reading. This is an 
immensely valuable guide for all parents or teachers 
of young children. 

272pp	 9780143007456	 $29.95
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Dorling Kindersley & Promethean  
The Perfect Match
Promethean Planet and DK have joined forces to 
bring our members something new, animated and 
informative from their extensive range of award-
winning and internationally acclaimed titles for 
adults and children:
The DK Eyewitness illustrated children‘s reference 
book range has been selected. Fifty titles from  
this much-loved, and indeed‚ world’s best-selling 
non-fiction series in print will be brought to you  
exclusively in the form of Activpacks. 
Covering diverse topics ranging from Ancient Egypt, 
to Ocean and Space Exploration, Promethean 
software has been used to create the Activpacks 
which  will enable you to explore the topics in a 
whole new dimension; bringing the content to life  
in an innovative and exciting way through the use  
of interactive whiteboards and learner response 
systems. We know you’ll love them.

DK Books 
Best in Show

44

To visit the Promethean 

Planet website, type 

‘PROMETHEAN’ 

& ‘DK’ into your preferred 

search engine.

http://www.prometheanplanet.com/server.php?show=nav.16661
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Science
“To be human is to be curious about the 
world we live in, to wonder why it is that 
way, and to ask about our place in it. A 
fundamental goal for science education is 
to stimulate, respond to and nourish such 
curiosity, wonder and questioning. Science 
provides us with one view of the world –  
a view that changes as our knowledge  
and understanding of science evolves.”
VCAA/Victorian Essential Learning Standards  
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/science/intro.html 

The Amazing Human Body

Everything children need know about the human body.

From what makes blood red to why a haircut is 
painless, help your child discover all about the human 
body. Fantastic facts and far-out photos answer a 
multitude of quirky questions and tell the head-to-toe 
story of what makes our bodies tick. 

They’ll take a look at our circulation system and 
discover how blood travels around the body and why 
our heart beats faster when we run. Find out where 
thoughts come from and how we can see, smell, 
touch, taste and follow what happens to food as it 
travels through the digestive system. 

From eyes that can see a million different colours to a 
liver that performs more than 500 functions, help your 
students discover why their body is such an amazing 
machine with this fun, highly visual and informative 
resource.

8+	 64pp	 9781405336680	 $19.95

Everything On Earth

Take your students on an eye-opening journey to 
explore the incredible natural world and let them 
investigate  our planet and its wildlife - they’ll meet 
the largest and smallest animals on earth, experience 
the most extreme weather, visit the deepest oceans, 
and witness the extraordinary power of volcanoes and 
other spectacular displays of nature.

Amazing action photographs capture the drama and 
huge variety of life on our Earth, from the familiar and 
rare to the extreme and bizarre.

8+	 256pp	 9781405349093	 $35.00

How Things Work

Help your students take an incredible look at the way 
things are made and how they work with this fantastic 
fact-packed encyclopedia which shows and explains 
everything.

They’ll discover:

•	 how the human body stays alive

•	 what keeps a plane in the sky

•	 why fireworks go ‘bang’

•	 the amazing process that makes a plant grow and 
much, much more.

Full of bite-sized facts, curiosity quizzes and special 
weird-or-what features kids will love getting their teeth 
into, there’s lots to see and explore. Go ahead; let your 
students find out more about our incredible world!

8+	 128pp	 9781405350129	 $35.00 

Space Exploration

Help your children learn about space exploration  
with the new edition of this fact-packed guide. 

The Eyewitness Guide includes:

•	 A giant wall chart  

•	 Interactive clip-art CD 

•	 Dedicated website: ew.dk.com

From how satellites in space help us to forecast the 
weather to how an astronaut’s body is affected upon 
re-entering Earth’s atmosphere, students will discover 
all about the mysteries beyond Earth.

12+	 72pp	 9781405345460	 $19.95

Richard Hammond’s Blast Lab Bright 
Ideas: 20 Great Science Experiments 
Richard Hammond 

Introduce your students to Science in a fun but 
informative way by undertaking the great science 
experiments in Richard Hammond’s latest collection.

Supported by Richard Hammond’s Blast Lab on 
television, your students will already be familiar  
with who he is and the fun he likes to have.

8+	 48pp	 9781405348218	 $35.00

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/science/intro.html
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405336680
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405336680
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405349093
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405349093
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405350129
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405350129
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405345460
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405345460
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http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405348218
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Geography
“Geography is the study of physical and human 
environments from a spatial perspective. It 
provides students with the knowledge and 
skills to observe and describe places on the 
surface of the Earth and to analyse and provide 
explanations from a spatial perspective of 
human and physical phenomena and their 
complex interactions. Students’ evolving 
understanding of their world provides a basis 
for evaluating strategies for the sustainable use 
and management of the world’s resources.”

VCAA/Victorian Essential Learning Standards  
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/geography/intro.html

Earthquakes & Other Disasters: 
DK Reader Level 4  
Griffey, Harriet

DK Readers will help your child learn to read and 
encourage a life-long love of reading whilst they learn 
about earthquakes and natural disasters.

Children will come face-to-face with some of the 
deadliest natural disasters of all time, from the 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius to the San Francisco 
earthquake of 1906, and learn about the scientific 
forces behind these incredible events. 

10+	 48pp	 9781405352482	 $9.95

Eruption: The Story of Volcanoes

DK Readers will help your child learn to read and 
encourage a life-long love of reading whilst finding  
out about volcanoes.

Yout students will learn all about volcanoes, from 
their incredible structure to what happens when  
one goes bang!

8+	 32pp	 9781405352499	 $8.95

Twisters!: DK Readers Level 2 
Lock, Deborah

DK Readers will help your child learn to read and 
encourage a life-long love of reading whilst finding  
out about twisters.

Young readers will learn all about twisters and how 
stormy winds twist at incredible speeds to create 
some wild, wild weather!

8+	 32pp	 9781405352505	 $8.95

DK Readers
DK Readers are a five-level, highly pictorial reading scheme with 
lively illustrations and engaging story lines to encourage reading.

Level 1 Readers	 have simple sentences, limited vocabulary, word 
repetition, picture dictionary boxes and large type.

Level 2 Readers	 have long sentences, increased vocabulary, 
information boxes and a simple index.

Level 3 Readers	 have a rich vocabulary, challenging sentence structure, 
additional information, and an alphabetical glossary 
and index to build literacy skills – ideal for children 
who are just beginning to read alone.

Level 4 Readers	 have rich vocabulary and challenging sentence 
structure, additional information, alphabetical  
glossary and index to help challenge growing  
readers and build literacy skills.

DK Readers offer a great way to introduce students to non-fiction 
topics and create an opportunity to include literacy activities in the 
science/SOSE area of study.

Marine Life
Fishy Tales: DK Reader Level 1 

DK Readers will help your child learn to read and 
encourage a life-long love of reading whilst finding  
out about fish.

Young readers will meet bright blue starfish crawling 
on the sea-bed, floating jelly-fish and furry crabs 
climbing out of coral and discover all about the  
treasures of the ocean.

6+	 32pp	 9781405347754	 $8.95

Tale of a Tadpole: DK Reader Level 3 
Wallace, Karen

Encourage your child to read. They will discover how 
life is full of dangers for a tiny tadpole and find out 
how one grows to be a leaping frog.

8+	 32pp	 9781405347655	 $8.95

http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/geography/intro.html
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405347754
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405347754
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405347655
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405347655
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405352482
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405352482
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405352499
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405352499
http://www.penguin.com.au/lookinside/spotlight.cfm?SBN=9781405352505
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Maths
“While the usefulness of mathematics for 
modelling and problem solving is well known, 
mathematics also has a fundamental role in 
enabling cultural, social and technological 
advances, and empowering individuals as 
critical citizens in contemporary society and for 
the future. Number, space and measurement, 
chance and data are common aspects of 
most people’s mathematical experience in 
everyday personal, study and work situations. 
Equally important are the essential roles 
that mathematical structure and working 
mathematically play in people’s understanding 
of the natural and human worlds.”

VCAA/Victorian Essential Learning Standards
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/maths/intro.html

Australian Maths Dictionary  
De Klerk, Judith    

Make maths as easy as 1 2 3.

Maths can be tricky for all children… They can 
get stuck on their square roots or puzzled by prime 
numbers. Help is at instant hand with this essential 
maths explainer, adapted for Australian students.

It’s packed with hundreds of mathematical entries 
covering words, phrases, shapes, measurements, 
concepts, calculations and much more, making 
everything easy to understand. 

Perfect for all primary aged students to have at hand.

6+	 128pp	  9781740337571	 $19.95

Civics &  
Citizenship
“The Civics and Citizenship domain provides 
students with knowledge, skills and 
opportunities to understand and practise 
what it means to be a citizen in a democracy. 
Citizens require knowledge and understanding 
of civic institutions and the skills and 
willingness to actively participate in society. 
They need knowledge of political and legal 
systems and processes and the history that 
underpins them in order to achieve civic 
understanding. They need to understand their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens, and 
democratic values and principles such as 
democratic decision making, representative 
and accountable government, freedom of 
speech, equality before the law, social justice 
and equality. This domain facilitates the 
practice of citizenship skills, the exploration 
and development of values and dispositions to 
support citizenship and the empowerment of 
informed decision making. Teaching of civics 
engages students in active interaction with the 
community.”

VCAA/Victorian Essential Learning Standards 
http://vels.vcaa.vic.edu.au/civics/intro.html

Economy: Eyewitness Guide 

Help your child learn about the economy with this 
fact-packed guide, giant wallchart, interactive clip-art 
CD and dedicated website.

From how stocks and shares are bought and sold to 
why some countries are rich, while others are poor; 
they’ll find out about supply and demand, prices and 
profit, finance and credit and much more about how 
our economies work.

They’ll discover more about economies by downloading 
100s of amazing images from the clip-art CD. Then 
use the giant pull-out wallchart to decorate their room. 
Great for projects or just for fun, ensure your child learns 
everything they need to know about the economy. 

With dedicated website www.ew.dk.com.

8+	 72pp	 9781405345361	 $19.95

Who’s in Charge?: The People Who Really 
Run the World 

This is an invaluable resource for primary aged 
students to understand the basic principles of Civics 
and Citizenship.

•	 Monarchies	 •	 Democracies

•	 Dictatorships	 •	 Human Rights

•	 Elections	 •	 Worlds greatest leaders 	
		  and political innovators

Presented in a full colour, highly visual context, the 
information is accessible to even the most reluctant 
reader and student.

8+	 96pp	 9781405350693	 $24.95
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